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1 Overview 

The Aras Innovator ® 9 release is an important release because it introduces support for 
multi-lingual databases and locale specific user interface support. 
 
The following sections provide a high level overview of the Certified Enterprise Solutions. 

1.1 Aras Program Management 

Aras Program Management is for performance driven companies of all sizes that require a 
practical solution for managing phase-based projects in a milestone & deliverable structure 
across the company and around the world with suppliers and customers. 
 
Aras Program Management delivers strategic value by providing visibility across the entire 
portfolio of project programs. The solution combines executive dashboards based on real-
time roll-ups of actual project management activities and deliverables with enhanced project 
status reporting. Team members collaborate effectively by simultaneously accessing the 
project plan online from anywhere in the world to get the latest status, receive updates, 
upload information, and complete activities. Traffic light indicators provide managers up to 
the minute status at a glance focusing attention on activities or projects that require action. 
Aras Program Management incorporates the PMI principles for managing projects. 
 
Project templates define company standards and incorporate best practices as a starting 
point for future projects. The shared project knowledge repository enables projects to get 
started quickly. The Web-based solution improves program operations by standardizing 
similar project types and improving communication across the enterprise and with suppliers 
and customers. 
 
Unmatched flexibility enables application modification to address specific competitive 
practices and provides the foundation for continuous improvement leading to greater 
effectiveness and shorter cycle times. Aras Program Management interoperates seamlessly 
with the other Aras solutions for Product Engineering and Quality Planning as well as new 
solutions created. When combined Aras solutions deliver comprehensive business 
functionality or use each independently to compliment existing systems and leverage 
previous technology investments. 
 

1.2 Aras Product Engineering 

Aras Product Engineering is for performance driven companies of all sizes that require a 
practical solution for product definition and change management across the company and 
around the world with suppliers and customers. 
 
Aras Product Engineering delivers strategic value by providing actionable dashboards for 
visibility into key development indicators increasing productivity and streamlining 
development operations to improve profitability. Manage the product definition processes 
securely online to develop high quality products on time and on budget. Web-based change 
management workflow processes reduces cycle times and control product information 
release between departments, divisions, suppliers, and customers for effective coordination. 
Product and process information reuse increases productivity. Aras Product Engineering 
incorporates the CMII principles for Configuration Management. 
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Unmatched flexibility enables application modification to address specific competitive 
practices and provides the foundation for continuous improvement leading to greater 
engineering effectiveness. Aras Product Engineering interoperates seamlessly with the other 
Aras solutions for Program Management and Quality Planning as well as new solutions 
created. When combined Aras solutions deliver comprehensive business functionality or use 
each independently to compliment existing systems and leverage previous technology 
investments. 
 

1.3 Aras Quality Planning 

Aras Quality Planning is for performance driven companies of all sizes that require a 
practical solution for managing quality planning and risk management processes across the 
company and around the world with suppliers and customers. 
 
Aras Quality Planning delivers strategic value by providing a process-based approach to 
managing risks and preparing quality compliance documents for preproduction planning and 
product launch. Customer specifications, compliance requirements, and lessons learned 
from previous projects are captured in “templates” and become standard for all new product 
projects ensuring that the latest knowledge is incorporated. The Web-based quality planning 
solution improves product development operations by re-using information across parts, 
plants, and documents. Aras Quality Planning incorporates principles for Quality Planning 
found in the Advanced Product Quality Planning and Control Plan reference manual (APQP) 
and Potential Failure Mode and Effects Analysis reference manual (FMEA). 
 
Unmatched flexibility enables application modification to address specific competitive 
practices and provides the foundation for continuous improvement. Aras Quality Planning 
interoperates seamlessly with the other Aras solutions for Program Management and 
Product Engineering as well as new solutions created. When combined Aras solutions deliver 
comprehensive business functionality or use each independently to compliment existing 
systems and leverage previous technology investments. 
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2 Product Features 

The following section provides a brief overview of the features included in Aras Innovator 9. 
The sections describe the features for each Solution as well as an overview of some of the 
most significant enhancements to the Aras Innovator Enterprise Application Framework. 

2.1 Aras Innovator Enterprise Application Framework 

Aras Innovator includes numerous features within the Enterprise Application 
Framework, most of which are specifically designed to support the Solutions. 

2.1.1 Single Sign-On 

The Aras Innovator Single Sign-On feature provides a mechanism for companies to 
take advantage of an existing user authentication scheme so that an Aras Innovator 
login can be processed without the user entering an Aras Innovator specific password. 
 
This feature has been architected so that it can be easily configured to adapt to an 
Active Directory / LDAP environment or, if the company has another user 
authentication scheme, hooks have been included to integrate a non-standard 
method. 

2.1.2 Relationships to Multiple Item Types 

An Aras Innovator administrator is now able to create a relationship definition that has 
multiple Item Types as the target of the relationship. This new feature, known as a 
PolyItem, greatly simplifies the task of creating Aras Innovator data models in which 
one item type must reference various other item types. Use a single relationship 
rather than creating a relationship for each and every Item Type referenced. 
 
Another benefit for the end user is that now a single tab consolidates a large set of 
related Items in a single, tabbed view. 

2.1.3 Aras Innovator Service 

The Aras Innovator Service is a Windows executable program that runs as a Windows 
Service. It is used to automatically run Aras Innovator Methods on a periodic 
schedule, as specified in the InnovatorServiceConfig.xml file. 
 
A single running instance of the Aras Innovator Service can be configured to 
periodically connect to any number of Aras Innovator Servers and for each Aras 
Innovator Server run any number of Methods. The standard Windows Event Viewer is 
used for logging program status and error messages. 
 
Examples of Aras Innovator Service uses are: 

 Running a Method that creates and sends Workflow reminder emails 
 Running a Method nightly that creates a report and mails it to a set of users 
 Running a Method nightly that updates time sensitive information for various 

item types 
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2.1.4 Combined In Basket 

Aras Innovator has three types of user assignments – Workflow Activities, Project 
Activities, and FMEA Action Items. The Aras Innovator InBasket consolidates these 
assignments so that a user can view all their assignments on a single screen. 
 
Each user can control their In Basket display to include assignments by type and/or 
status in any combination of the following; 

 Type – Workflow Activity, Project Activity or FMEA Action Item 
 Status – Active or Pending 

2.1.5 Globalization and Localization Support 

Aras Innovator has introduced the support of several features to support a user 
interface that can be adapted to the language and locale of the user. 
 
Localization 
 

 Multi-Lingual properties that display property based on locale defined language 
 Toolbars and menus can be customized to local specific languages 
 Display Date, Float, and Decimal properties based on region and language 

settings on client 
 
Corporate Time Zone 
 

 Ability to define a specific time zone as the Corporate Time Zone for the 
Innovator Server.  This time zone will be used as a universal reference for Aras 
Innovator instances used across multiple time zones.  

 



 

  Page 11 

 
Copyright 2008 
Aras Corporation.  
All Rights Reserved. 

2.2 Aras Program Management 

The following provides an overall summary of features in the Aras Program Management 
solution. This list is a high level summary and is intended to provide a general overview of 
the Solution functionality. 

2.2.1 Dashboard Consoles 

Dashboards are used to quickly display the status of the entire project portfolio or a 
specific set of program projects. Dashboards display traffic light indicators so 
executives and project managers focus on the projects or activities that require their 
attention.  Users can quickly filter dashboards by a variety of fields to view only 
relevant projects. 

2.2.2 Phases, Milestones, and Work Breakdown Structures (WBS) 

Aras Program Management provides project managers with the ability to organize 
projects in the context of a WBS with related milestones as defined by the PMI Project 
Management principles. 
 
WBS elements are used to organize a project in a work context that is important and 
relevant to product development operations. In many cases, companies use WBS 
elements to model program phases to support a phase–based project management 
model where phases can be defined to run sequentially or concurrently. In other 
situations, a project manager may want to break down projects by department or by 
functional areas of a product. 
 
Milestones can be defined within the context of the WBS to identify and establish 
critical dates to which the project must be managed. Special scheduling options are 
available to allow the project manager to specify if the project plan is completely 
driven by milestone dates or by the scheduled start or finish dates. 

2.2.3 Deliverables 

Deliverables are the essential outputs of a product development project. They can 
consist of basic documents such as specifications, design documents or financial plans. 
Alternately, they can include Engineering Change documents, Bills of Material, Quality 
Planning documents (such as FMEAs, Control Plans and Process Flow Diagrams), and 
other items from custom solutions. 
 
Aras Program Management is seamlessly integrated with standard Aras Innovator 
document management functionality as well as the Product Engineering and Quality 
Planning solutions to provide direct linkage to all of the deliverables identified above. 
The ability to manage the in-process status of the deliverables in real time, in the 
context of the project plan, is essential to providing the appropriate depth of 
information to executives and project team members. 

2.2.4 Project Templates 

Project templates standardize the phases, milestones, activities, and deliverables by 
project type and provide the consistent starting point for new projects. Project 
templates enable the designation of different project structures for different project 
types, product families or product lines, manufacturing sites, or customers.  
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Deliverables, activities, or compliance requirements can be embedded in a template to 
ensure inclusion. 
 
Lessons learned from previous projects can be included in templates moving forward 
institutionalizing continuous improvement. Project templates provide a single project 
knowledge repository. In addition, standardized templates provide a consistent 
framework for KPI metrics. 

2.2.5 Scheduling 

Aras Program Management supports multiple scheduling algorithms; forward, 
backward and milestone scheduling. 
 
Forward scheduling allows project managers to create dependencies between any 
activities and milestones to define precedence for all planned activities. This method 
uses the target start dates and durations as the basis for driving target completion 
dates for activities, milestones and the project as a whole. 
 
Backward scheduling applies the principles in setting precedence, but uses target 
completion dates as the basis to set and plan activity start dates. 
 
Milestone scheduling provides a more basic phase-based scheduling model without the 
associated complexity of activity and milestone precedence. 

2.2.6 Resources 

Resource assignments are modeled easily by creating project team definitions in each 
project template. When a new project is created from a template, individual 
assignments are automatically created throughout the project by simply identifying 
the users that will be fulfilling each role on the project team. 
 
Individuals are able to track and respond to their assignments by reviewing their 
personal InBasket view in Aras Innovator. The InBasket provides each user with a list 
of their activity assignments that can be filtered and sorted by project, status, date or 
other criteria. This capability fosters a highly collaborative and accountable 
environment in which each user is responsible for the progress and status reporting of 
activities.  

2.2.7 Activity Management 

Activities and actions can be managed based on schedule and cost. Each user has an 
in-basket with assigned activities. The system automatically flags an activity that 
could have a negative impact on the project schedule based on definable business 
rules. All members of the team have instant visibility into all of the project activities 
and the current status of each. Activities can reference predecessor activities that 
must complete prior to the start of the successor activity. 
 
Each activity can have associated timesheets where users record time spent on a 
given activity. The information can be used to calculate the amount of time and 
resource dollars spent on a given project. 
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2.2.8 Reports 

Providing a set of popular reports allows companies to focus time on their business 
needs, not on creating reports. Aras solutions provide robust and easy to use reports 
and utilize the Reporting Services capabilities of Microsoft SQL Server for custom 
report writing. 
 
Standard reports can be further customized to create company, site, or industry 
specific versions. 

 
Prepackaged reports include: 

 Gantt Chart 

 Resource Time Report 
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2.3 Aras Product Engineering 

The following provides an overall summary of features in the Aras Product Engineering 
application. This list is a high level summary and is intended to provide a general overview 
of the Solution functionality. 

2.3.1 Engineering Change Management 

Aras embeds Problem Report (PR), Engineering Change Request (ECR), and 
Engineering Change Notice (ECN) documents and workflows that conform to the CMII 
principles. The engineering change workflow includes a Fast Track option for quick 
processing and standard reports based on the CMII reference model. The Aras change 
management functionality helps companies: 
 Control product information changes between departments, sites, divisions, 

suppliers and customers worldwide 
 Increase visibility into pending and released changes and the items affected by the 

changes 
 Automate and streamline change control processes with online, graphical workflow 

 
Both the ECR and ECN allow referencing of items that are affected in the change 
process. Actions can be associated with each affected item such as add, change, and 
delete. 

2.3.2 Document Management 

Centralized vaulting of documents and files with association directly to a product or 
part, combined with a change management environment helps companies control 
intellectual property and collaborate effectively over the Internet. Document 
management is used to store, search and control a product’s requirements, 
specifications, and related documentation as it evolves and changes over the lifecycle 
of the product. The document definition allows multiple files to be attached to a single 
document item with classification-based metadata descriptors. 

2.3.3 BOM Management 

Aras Product Engineering provides the ability to define a multi-level product Bill-Of-
Material structure (BOM). A BOM is a hierarchical list of sub-assemblies, components, 
and/or materials that make up the higher level component, assembly, product or 
system. Nested BOM structures are supported. 

2.3.4 Alternate and Substitute Parts 

Parts can be defined with a list of Alternate parts. Alternate parts represent globally 
interchangeable replacements that meet the required form, fit, and function 
requirements. Alternate parts can be used in place of the original part during 
manufacturing, field service, or maintenance repair and overhaul without 
compromising quality or reliability. 
 
Substitute parts are BOM-specific Alternates. Substitute parts can only be used in 
place or the original part for the designated Bill-Of-Materials. 
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2.3.5 AVL/AML 

Approved vendor lists (AVL) and approved manufacturers lists (AML) can be defined 
and linked to specific parts. Manufacturer/Vendor-specific information such as data 
sheets, catalog numbers, certification status, and other important information for the 
externally acquired or manufactured parts or material can be maintained. Support for 
AVL/AML definitions enables a company to create, share, manage, and track supplier 
performance status on a part-by-part basis. 

2.3.6 Classification Driven Parts & Documents 

Classification provides a robust way to manage complex types of part and document 
definitions bound by a predefined structure. Class properties are hierarchically 
inherited so relevant data is captured for each item within the context of its parent 
structure. Starter classification structures are provided and attached to the part and 
document definitions. Theses structures can be extended to best represent unique 
classification requirements. 

2.3.7 State-Driven Business Processes 

Business objects governed by state-based intelligence enable software to directly 
reflect a company’s process. A lifecycle definition can be assigned to items within 
Innovator which then governs the allowed set of states (e.g., New, Prototype, 
Production, etc.) that an item can exist. Each entry or exit into a different state can 
change access permissions, send notification, and trigger custom business logic. The 
application provides predefined lifecycle maps on the following Items: 

 Parts & Documents 

 ECRs, ECNs, PRs 

 AMLs, AVLs 
 
Additionally, ECN workflow logic automatically controls promotion to different states as 
workflow is completed. 

2.3.8 Design-to-Goal 

Parts can have defined goals such as cost and weight. Every part can be defined with 
a target, estimated and actual values. Overall rollups are dynamically calculated by 
evaluating a Part's entire BOM structure. Rollup of cost and weight of complex product 
structures enables one to evaluate goals against estimated and target values to 
determine engineering effectiveness and predictability in goal achievement. 

2.3.9 Scorecards 

Tracking key performance indicators (KPIs) is important to business success. Aras 
provides the ability to define metrics and display the results graphically using 
scorecard charts. Each metric series can include a hyperlink to open a specific item, to 
generate a report, or to invoke other custom business logic. Aras provides several 
standard KPI metrics for product development. These KPI metrics enable companies to 
focus better on strategic activities & innovation to increase overall product 
development effectiveness. Standard scorecard charts include: 

 Product Innovation 

 # of changes per quarter: Product Improvement vs. Corrective Action 
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 Changes by origin 

 Engineering Efficiency 

 Change cycle time: Fast Track vs. Standard Process 

 Time spent in each department 

 Design to Goal 

 Cost vs. Goal 

 Weight vs. Goal 

 Engineering Optimization 

 Parts used in multiple products 

 # of new parts by quarter 

 Time to Manufacturing 

 Average time to release to manufacturing 

2.3.10  Reports 

Providing a set of popular reports allows companies to focus time on their business 
needs, not on creating reports. Aras solutions provide robust and easy ways to use 
reports and utilize the Reporting Services capabilities of Microsoft SQL Server for 
custom report writing. 
 
Standard reports can be further customized to create company, site, or industry 
specific versions. 

 
Prepackaged reports include: 

 Multi-level BOM 

 Quantity Rollup Report 

 BOM Costing Report 

 Problem Report (PR Report) 

 PR Log Report 

 ECR Report 

 ECR Log Report 

 ECN Report 
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2.4 Aras Quality Planning 

The following provides an overall summary of features in the Aras Quality Planning solution. 
This list is a high level summary and is intended to provide a general overview of the 
Solution functionality. 

2.4.1 Failure Mode & Effects Analysis (FMEA) 

FMEA functionality helps companies identify and mitigate reliability risks during 
design, development and engineering. Aras supports two types of FMEAs: Product 
Design FMEAs (DFMEAs) and Manufacturing Process FMEAs (PFMEAs). 
 
As opposed to using spreadsheets, Aras FMEA functionality is supported by a 
centralized database creating a true set of living documents. FMEA information is 
accessible online over the Internet simultaneously by multiple users enhancing 
collaboration. 
 
A process-based approach drives FMEA characteristics through related quality planning 
and product development documents for consistency, coordination, and control. 

2.4.2 FMEA Actions 

FMEA Actions are activities within Aras. Actions are initiated and assigned to a specific 
person and then appear in the person’s in-basket. As Actions are completed they are 
removed from a person’s in-basket and the entire product development project team 
is immediately aware of the status for enhanced collaboration. Reports provide a quick 
snapshot as to the overall product FMEA status. 

2.4.3 Process Flow Diagrams 

Process flow diagrams (PFDs) graphically define the production process providing a 
definition of the steps and stages during manufacturing and focusing the product 
development team on the overall process as opposed to individual parts or operations.  
Process flow diagrams are integrated with FMEAs and Control Plans for data reuse, 
consistency, and coordination. 

2.4.4 Control Plans 

Control Plans define the characteristics, inspection & test parameters, and 
specification measurements and tolerances for a new product to meet quality, 
reliability, and customer requirements. A Control Plan describes the mechanisms and 
actions required at each step of the manufacturing process to assure consistency and 
minimize variability. 

2.4.5 Application Sensitive Data Entry  

Intelligent grids enable complex data relationships to be easily displayed and edited in 
a spreadsheet-like format. The intelligent grids automatically merge cells or create 
nested branches to simplify document creation and improve usability. Grids can easily 
be extended and configured to include additional information while retaining 
formatting and data integrity. 
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2.4.6 Libraries 

Specific libraries can be established to standardize fields such as Failure Modes, 
Effects, and Control Mechanisms. Fields can be grouped by product family or product 
line, customer-specific requirements, supplier capabilities, or other categorization 
methodologies. Standard fields make creating quality documents fast and easy and 
simplify data analysis. 

2.4.7 Quality Plan Linkages 

Aras maintains relationship links between quality planning items throughout the 
product’s lifecycle so that when information is updated in one place it is automatically 
added to other related items. FMEAs, Control Plans, and PFD’s are integrated so that 
the required information, such as the characteristics and operations, is shared 
between all documents automatically. 
 
Quality plans can be accessed directly or from the Part Item so product development 
teams have the necessary information at their fingertips. Team members can add 
additional information to quality plans easily facilitating collaboration.  Information 
linkage reduces the time and resources needed to gather the relevant information for 
reporting or submitting to a customer, or for auditing. 

2.4.8 Part Family Support 

Part families allow for a creation of a single FMEA to be shared by multiple parts. This 
reduces the amount of data that needs to be entered and maintained and provides 
consistent documentation across an entire line of products. Changes and updates 
made in one place propagate automatically to all the connected documents. 

2.4.9 Product Templates 

Product Templates provide a standard basis for new products with a consistent set of 
embedded requirements for product development. Templates enable the designation 
of different quality requirement structures for different project types, product families 
or product lines, manufacturing sites, or customers. Compliance requirements can be 
embedded in a template to ensure inclusion. 
 
Field failure and reliability testing results from existing products can be included in 
templates moving forward institutionalizing continuous improvement. Product 
templates provide a knowledge repository of product development quality practices.  
In addition, standardized templates provide a consistent framework for future data 
analysis. 

2.4.10 Document Management 

Documents are created and stored in a secure, centralized database providing online 
access, intellectual property control, data & document reuse, and document linkage 
relationships. The Web browser-based system includes comprehensive revision change 
control based on the CMII principles for configuration and change management and 
maintains a complete revision history (see Aras Product Engineering section). 

2.4.11 Reports 

Providing a set of popular reports allows companies to focus time on their business 
needs, not on creating reports.  Aras solutions provide robust and easy to use reports 
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and utilize the Reporting Services capabilities of Microsoft SQL Server for custom 
report writing. 
 
Standard reports can be further customized to create company, site, or industry 
specific versions. 

 
Prepackaged reports include: 

 Design FMEA 

 Process FMEA 

 FMEA Actions 

 Process Flow Diagram 

 Control Plan 
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3 Upgrading from Previous Releases  

There are four potential states from which a customer may wish to upgrade to Aras 
Innovator. 

1. Aras Innovator 8.2 is running in production and you wish to upgrade to the Aras 
Innovator 9.0 release (no Solutions). 

2. Aras Innovator 8.2 is running in production and you wish to upgrade to the Aras 
Innovator 9.0 release with the Solutions. 

3. You are running a version of Aras Innovator that is previous to release 8.2. 
4. Aras Innovator 9.0 is running in production and you wish to upgrade to Aras 

Innovator 9.0.1.  There is no database upgrade required.   
 
The Aras Innovator upgrade utilities are designed to upgrade customer databases from Aras 
Innovator 8.2 (any patch release) to Aras Innovator 9.0. The following sections will provide 
you guidance as to how to upgrade from any of the three described states. 

3.1 Upgrading to Aras Innovator 9.0 from Aras Innovator 8.2 

For customers with an active subscription the upgrade package and installer for Aras 
Innovator 9.0.1 provides you with all the tools required to migrate your production 
Aras Innovator 8.2 (any patch release level) version directly to Aras Innovator 9.0. 
 
Please follow the instructions in the Aras Innovator– Installation Guide when 
upgrading the code tree to ensure you follow the proper procedures.  Please follow the 
instructions in the Aras Innovator– Upgrade Package when upgrading the database to 
ensure you follow the proper procedures. 

3.2 Upgrading to Aras Innovator 9.0 from Early Releases 

Customers with an active subscription that plan to upgrade to Aras Innovator 9.0 from 
releases previous to Aras Innovator 8.1 have two options. 
 
The first option is to request all the major release installation kits between your 
current release and Aras Innovator 9.0. For instance, if you are running release 8.1.1, 
you would need release kits for Aras Innovator 8.2 (subscription only release) and 
Aras Innovator 9.0.  Your upgrade process would be to install each version in 
ascending order, updating your database at each step.  Please contact Aras customer 
support to ensure you are following the correct procedure. 
 
The second option is to contact Aras Consulting Services and request to have your 
database upgraded by Aras as a service. 

3.3 Upgrading to Aras Innovator 9.0 with Solutions 

Customers that plan to upgrade their solutions from a release prior to Aras Innovator 
9.0 should contact Aras for Consulting Services. Because there is no automated utility 
to perform the upgrade, you will need the guidance and expertise of a qualified Aras 
consultant. 

3.4 Upgrading to Aras Innovator 9.0.1 from Aras Innovator 9.0 

There is no database upgrade required. 
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4 Bug Fixes and Known Issues 

4.1 Version 9.0.1 

Aras Innovator 9.0.1 is a patch release.  Its primary objective is to introduce an upgrade 
procedure from Aras Innovator 8.2 to Aras Innovator 9.0. 

4.1.1 Enhancements in 9.0.1 

4.1.1.1 Enterprise Application Framework 

 API 

o Ability to programmatically connect to the Innovator Server using IOM methods with 
Window’s Authentication mode enabled 

 Tools 

o Batchloader file encoding support 

4.1.1.2 Program Management 

 Ability to reorder Project Activities in the Project Tree 

4.1.2 Issues Fixed in 9.0.1 

Framework 
Issue # Description 
010396 Added ability to programmatically connect to the Innovator Server using IOM 

methods with Window’s Authentication mode enabled. 
010612 Where Used dialog fixed to show all generations. 

 
Product Engineering 
Issue # Description 
010282 Eliminated deadlock errors under highly concurrent load. 

 
Tools and Utilities 
Issue # Description 
009951 Batch Loader support for non-English characters. 

 

4.1.3 Known outstanding issues in 9.0.1 

Framework 
Issue # Description Workaround 
006830 Cannot change a text property from 

“not required” to “required”. 
A workaround has been provided in the on-
line help of Innovator. 

007281 Vault server cannot resolve host 
name 

The vault URL computed by Innovator can 
fail to calculate based on DNS settings.  If 
you encounter a problem resolving the vault 
URL, please contact Aras support. 
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008185 On-line help is incomplete Not all new features in Aras Innovator have 
been documented in the on-line help section 
of Innovator.  Please contact Aras support if 
you are having difficulty with a new feature. 

009389 Items left locked after manual 
versioning can result in inconsistent 
vaulted data during 
checkout/checkin of files from a 
property of type Item with source 
File. 

If you intend to edit File properties of a 
manually-created version, always unlock the 
version first, then lock it again and proceed 
with editing. 

 

Quality Planning 
Issue # Description Workaround 
007624 Characteristic browser out of sync 

with displayed value when QP 
document promoted from Baseline 
to In Work state 

The workaround for the problem is to open a 
characteristic browser and select a latest 
version of a characteristic, if desired. This 
should be done individually for each line in 
each document which got out of sync due to 
the versioning of a characteristic(s). 

010751 Bound Select dialogs do not return 
value 

Use pick lists for Bound Select values 

4.2 Version 9.0 

Aras Innovator 9.0 is a major release.  Its primary objective is to introduce localization 
features like multi-lingual properties, UI localization, and time zone management. 

4.2.1 Enhancements in 9.0 

4.2.1.1 Enterprise Application Framework 

 API 

o IOM extended for multilingual properties and locale support 
 Usability 

o Locale support for menus and toolbars 

o Locale ItemType 

o Language ItemType 

o Multi-lingual properties 

o Corporate time zone 

o Unicode support for string and text properties 

o Locale-neutral data formats for Date, Float, and Decimal Properties 

 Tools 

o New Export/Import utility for database language packs 
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4.2.2 Issues Fixed in 9.0 

Framework 
Issue # Description 
009182 Selecting the F5 key no longer refreshes the Main window and/or Tear-off windows 

of Innovator in Internet Explorer.  This prevents the loss of session due to refresh.  
New public method (name=HideKeyboardInput) is added to the .Net UI controls 
API to support this functionality. 

009521 Added Label property to the Action ItemType as a multi-lingual string to support UI 
localization. 

009813 File ItemType updated to require filename property. 
010161 Workflow Activity Assignment Escalate To value modified to default to the first 

available from Assignment Escalate To, Activity Manager, Workflow Owner, and 
Workflow Creator. 

010195 Changing Activity Assignments in Workflow process fixed. 
010216 New property added to Workflow Process ItemType that corresponds to the id of 

the Workflow Map used to generate the Workflow Process. 
(name=copied_from_string) 

010327 Added support for indexing by system properties. 
010342 Microsoft Windows Server 2000 is no longer a supported operating system platform 

for the Aras Innovator server. 
010360 Aras Innovator will display an Item corresponding to source_id of a relationship in 

WhereUsed dialog when a Relationship Item is selected or expanded in the dialog. 
The displayed Item will be marked by a * in the dialog. 

010372 Public method GetText is added to ICellComIncoming.(class Cell, .Net UI controls) 
010387 Relationship Grid display is returned to “view” mode from “edit” mode when an 

Item is unlocked programmatically from the event code. 
010465 Workflow Process History report fixed. 

 

Program Management 
Issue # Description 
010373 Default notifications, which are sent on the Project Activity activation, are updated 

to support Chinese locale. 
009453 Added ExpandAll and CollapseAll to the TreeGrid .Net control API to enhance 

behavior in Gantt Chart. 
 

Tools and Utilities 
Issue # Description 
009603 New utility for importing and exporting language packs from the Aras Innovator 

Database 
 

 

4.2.3 Known outstanding issues in 9.0 

Framework 
Issue # Description Workaround 
006830 Cannot change a text property from 

“not required” to “required”. 
A workaround has been provided in the on-
line help of Innovator. 

007281 Vault server cannot resolve host 
name 

The vault URL computed by Innovator can 
fail to calculate based on DNS settings.  If 
you encounter a problem resolving the vault 
URL, please contact Aras support. 
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008185 On-line help is incomplete Not all new features in Aras Innovator have 
been documented in the on-line help section 
of Innovator.  Please contact Aras support if 
you are having difficulty with a new feature. 

009389 Items left locked after manual 
versioning can result in inconsistent 
vaulted data during 
checkout/checkin of files from a 
property of type Item with source 
File. 

If you intend to edit File properties of a 
manually-created version, always unlock the 
version first, then lock it again and proceed 
with editing. 

 

Quality Planning 
Issue # Description Workaround 
007624 Characteristic browser out of sync 

with displayed value when QP 
document promoted from Baseline 
to In Work state 

The workaround for the problem is to open a 
characteristic browser and select a latest 
version of a characteristic, if desired. This 
should be done individually for each line in 
each document which got out of sync due to 
the versioning of a characteristic(s). 
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