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INTRODUCTION
The word “visionary” is often used to describe those who imagined a future that the rest of us didn’t.
At Aras, we often think of them as resilient thinkers—their flexible approach to tackling problems is
a key to their success. Of course, being able to think “out-of-the-box,” imagining new ways to build
the future, is one thing—but will these resilient thinkers have the tools and processes that they need
to make their vision a reality?
In the world of product development software, a resilient PLM platform has two critical
objectives: it accommodates whatever is needed today and it can evolve to meet tomorrow’s
unknown challenges.
What is a resilient platform? At Aras, we define a resilient platform as one that adapts to changing
business requirements while never locking users into a specific technology. It is a platform that is
made to be upgraded while maintaining all previous customizations and one in which the data is
fully transparent.
Is your PLM platform “resilient?” Here are the three key design principles brought to you by the
resilient thinkers at Aras.
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BUILT FOR TRANSPARENCY
A resilient platform for PLM must be transparent. The idea behind data
transparency is that a resilient platform eliminates the data’s dependency
on the application. In many PLM systems, it is virtually impossible to
understand the data layer of the application due to the complexity of the
model or proprietary encryption. Working with complex data structures
in the application may be fine within today’s application, but if this data
were needed years from now without the application, it may no longer be
accessible. A transparent platform allows the owner to control their data—
it’s not held hostage by a software vendor or an aging technology.
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BUILT FOR CHANGE
The one thing that is 100% certain is change happens. Business processes change often, quickly, and without any
concern for the ability of their supporting systems to change with them. A resilient PLM platform should never be
locked into a single technology. If a platform is built with hard dependencies on its technology, everything built
on top of the platform also becomes dependent. As technology evolves, the ability to utilize new technology in a
strategic manner will set the stage for how customized and complex the eventual technical landscape will become.
Piecemealing technology together to grow a platform over time will create a complex, immobile system with high
maintenance costs; a common problem of yesterday’s PLM systems.
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BUILT FOR FLEXIBILITY
Most applications today are built on platforms requiring significant coding
and testing to make everyday business model changes, severely limiting
the ability to stay current. Even worse, upgrade projects to implement
strategic changes through new software versions are expensive and
create so much disruption that many companies simply forgo them. A
resilient platform is adaptable, built to model business process, rules,
and data in a low-code environment that not only supports change
but encourages it. This solution allows critical information to be easily
portable and ready to move forward with any technology at any time.
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CONCLUSION
Does your current product development platform have the
traits that support you as a resilient thinker,―ready to conquer
tomorrow’s most complex challenges?
Aras believes a resilient platform empowers resilient thinkers
and their organizations to take advantage of new software
releases and readily adapt new infrastructure. With the Aras
platform, your company can easily upgrade to the latest
database or operating system on your own timetable, while
making sure all customizations, regardless of how extensive,
are carried forward without a major re-implementation effort.
A resilient solution openly accommodates whatever is needed
to meet today’s and tomorrow’s business and technology
requirements―without disruption. The Aras platform has been
architected from the ground up with that kind of resiliency in
mind. The combination of Aras’ unique model-based approach
and service-oriented architecture (SOA) in the platform
ensures that customers, like you, have the performance
that you require today, and tomorrow―regardless of what
challenges the future may hold.

Aras provides a resilient platform for digital industrial applications. Only Aras offers open, low-code technology
that enables the rapid delivery of flexible, upgradeable solutions for the engineering, manufacturing, and
maintenance of complex products. Aras’ platform and product lifecycle management applications connect users
in all disciplines and functions to critical product data and processes across the lifecycle and throughout the
extended supply chain. Headquartered in Andover, MA with major offices throughout the world, Aras supports
more than 350 global multinational customers and over 250,000 users. The Aras Innovator platform is freely
downloadable. All applications are available at a single subscription rate, which includes all upgrades performed
by Aras. Aras customers include Airbus, Audi, GE, GM, Honda, Kawasaki, and Microsoft.
Download Aras Innovator today.
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